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“The price of Liberty is eternal Vigilance” 
 

 
 

  
 

The President's Message 
 

Following on from the Annual State Congress the 
State Council, along with its legal advisers, has 
prepared and forwarded the draft Constitution for 
consideration by sub-Branches and District Councils. 
 

The current Constitution was adopted in 1985 and 
was seen to be a massive improvement on its 
predecessor. Each year the Constitution has been 
amended with the aim to make it a better document 
to set out our aims & objectives and show us how 
the League is to be administered. 
 

Unfortunately too many changes have caused the 
Constitution to become a very lengthy and difficult 
document to follow and understand. Hanging off this 
are the by-Laws, Regulations and Procedures 
Manuals which are meant to support it. 
 

A former State Secretary often counselled that 
sections of the Constitution should never be read in 
isolation. This has, over many years, been the 
downfall of many who try to understand and use it. 
 

It is our fervent hope that this new Constitution and 
associated documents will provide us with a more 
‘user friendly’ set of documents which will make it 
easier for all to understand what is required for us all 
to meet the Aims & Objects to which we subscribe. 
 

Both the sub-Branch and district council will be 
reviewing the Draft and we will keep you advised of 
the progress made within our District. 
 

If anyone wishes to be part of our local review 
process please contact me. We have about a month 
before the formal process commences. 
 

Lest We Forget 
 

Bob Durbin 
President 

 

Name Badges 
 

It’s always nice to put a name to a face.  
Life members, service members, affiliates, 
associates, please wear your name badge. 
 

If you don’t have one, email our Acting Secretary or 
add your name to the list at the meeting. 
 

When you leave the meeting, please put your name 
badge into the collection tray provided, so they will 
be ready for your collection at the next meeting.  
 

                        

Important Dates for your Diary  
 

Thursday 11
th

 October  9.30am 
“General Meeting”– Montgomery Theatre. 
 Special Guest speaker 
 

 Wednesday 17
th

 October  2.30pm 
“Twilight Bowls”. War Vets Village Bowling Club   
Members Vs sub-Branch Members. 

                                                      
Bowling sub-Branch members can choose to  
represent the Bowling Club. Non Bowling sub-Branch 
members are welcome to participate or be a 
spectator. 
 Entry fee for all $5. Register during the week before. 
Meet at 2.30pm at the Bowls Club Locker Room (next 
to the Museum). 3pm on the Green to bowl away. 
5pm finish bowling. 5.30pm to 7.00pm after function, 
Lone Pine Lounge, Gallipoli Building. Light 
refreshments and drinks. Raffle to be run by Bowling 
Club during the afternoon and evening. 

  

Thursday 25
th

 October  5pm 
  “Dispatches” copy deadline. Please consider   

contributing. A joke, short story or poem. This 
 would be appreciated. Share with your fellow  
 members. 
 

Tuesday 6
th

 November  12noon 
“Think Tank” Afghanistan Room 
 Committee members and other attendees by  
 invitation. 
This is an opportunity to plan for the next year and 
 maybe beyond. A paper will be issued before, 
 so attendees can use their creative minds 
 to brainstorm and document their ideas and  
 suggestions. 
 

Thursday 8
th

 November  9.30am 
“General Meeting”– Montgomery Theatre 
 Special Guest speaker 
 

Sunday 11
th

 November  10.30am 
“RSL LifeCare Remembrance Service” 
 ANZAC Court Montgomery Theatre 
Details will be in the November issue of “What’s On” 
(Please be seated by 10.30am) 
 

 Thursday 13
th

 December  10.15am 
“General Meeting”– Montgomery Theatre 
 

  Followed by . . . . . . 
 

 “Christmas Luncheon” at 12 noon  
  Lone Pine Lounge - Gallipoli Building 

                      
 

Tickets available at the October meeting 
      

 

 

War Veterans Village [Narrabeen] RSL sub-Branch  
      Through an active membership we keep the ANZAC spirit alive and growing 
 

 Editor: Doug Smyth – email dougsmyth.wvsb@bigpond.com  or deliver mail to RLO Reception, Gallipoli. 
Doug’s Mob: 0429 988 880. sub-Branch Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday, Friday 9am – noon. 
Phone: 8978 4266  
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  DISPATCHES October 2018 

Attention - Must read 
Our next General Meeting is on 

Thursday 11
th

 October at 9.30am 
at the Montgomery Theatre. 

Guest Speaker to be introduced at 
Meeting 

 

NOTE YOUR DIARY NOW ! 

 
 

The Perpetual Trophy 
is at stake 

mailto:dougsmyth.wvsb@bigpond.com


         

 

My Medal Matters 
  
CMT (Compulsory Military Training) in New Zealand 
was replaced in 1961 by the National Service 
Scheme based on a birthday ballot for twenty year old 
men. Guess who won! Just like lotto! 

 

 

with the Corp you were posted to, after the four 
months of initial training. 
 

Selecting the Army Medical Corp, my basic training 
was at the Burnham Military Camp just near 
Christchurch in the South Island of New Zealand. 
 

It was physically tough training! 
 

Taken 12km out of camp in a heavily curtained truck 
onto the flat Canterbury plains, the order was given to 
run back to camp. Having no idea on direction with 
such flat terrain, most of us arrived back at camp, well 
after dark. No dinner! 
 

During Basic training a number of soldiers were 
chosen to complete a series of selection tests for 
OCT (Officer Cadet Training). Having passed the 
selection process at the end of the Basic training, the 
OCT training for the last two months was in the cold 
alpine region of Waioru, in the middle of the North 
Island. This training was even tougher! 
 

Arriving by train at midnight, we were taken to our 
barracks, only to be woken two hours later for a 
compulsory ground parade. In army winter pjs, it was 
 -4 degrees, as we just stood to attention for roll call 
which seemed to take hours. This started the test of 
endurance over the next 6 weeks, for which several 
failed. 
 

The rigidity of training involved, classroom lessons on 
military tactics and then in field training, applying the 
lessons learnt, this certainly shaped excellent 
Officers. 
 

Graduating as a 2
nd

 Lieutenant, the posting was to 2
nd

 
General Hospital at Trentham Camp just north of 
Wellington. Serving this Unit for the compulsory 3 
years of National Service Training, the experience 
was rewarding, leading to an additional 9 years 
service in the Territorial Force. Finishing in the rank of 
Major, the Officer positions held were various. 
Company Commander, Adjutant, Publicity Officer and 
finally Quarter Master. 
 

There were two periods of overseas service. The first 
for 3 weeks called “Ex Tropical Sun” in Fiji, helping 
train their soldiers. The second was 1 month in 
Tonga, in Command of a Medical Team and Group of 
Engineers. 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                

                                                           
 
 
 

Chaplains’ Corner 
 

There is an adage that says “there are no atheists in a fox 
hole”.  But what happens when you leave the fox hole? 
 

Hopefully you will have received a flyer advertising the 
Alpha Course being run in the Village. The aim of this 
course is to enable people to consider some of those ‘life’ 
issues and questions which all too often arise as we come 
further along in our own life’s journey. Questions such as: 
1. Is there more to life than this? 
2. Does life exist for us beyond this one on earth and if so 
what form does it take and what part, if any, do we play? 
3. You may once have had a belief system but where is it 
now? 
 

As the flyer states, you can come to one or all of the 
sessions which will be held in the Lone Pine Lookout.  
Neither Village Chaplain is involved in the running of this 
course but I am happy to discuss it with you if you would 
like to have a chat. 
 

There is no commitment required of those attending, except 
to respect the views of others who attend. 
 

Why not come along for some refreshments and a chat. 
 

Blessings to all 
Your Chaplain - Bob 
 

Membership 
 

Numbers as at 31 August 2018 total 104 
 

Life Members – 2, Life Subscribers – 5, Service – 53, 
Associate – 24, Affiliate – 20.  
 

Changes to your Membership details 
 

Your advice of any change to personal details, e.g. new 
address, phone number or email address would be 
appreciated. Contact us if you wish to check any of your 
information. 
 

Denise Kuessner 
Membership Officer 
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The training commitment was two 
months Basic training and two 
months Corp training. This was 
followed by a compulsory three 
year period, where the requirement 
was, two weeks in camp training a 
year and a minimum of 3 weekends 
of out of camp training. This was 

Q723479 
Major Peter Douglas Smyth 
2

nd
 (GH) Field Hospital, 

RNZAMC 

 

A health program and the 
building of a water reticulation 
system in the villages of 
Fua’amoto and Ha’ateiho, was 
the assigned tasks.                                           

Being posted to the Reserve of 
Officers in 1979 and to the 
Retired List in 1994, it was not 
until 2014 that the National 
Service medal was awarded. It 
was a surprise to receive an 
additional clasp for the length of 
service in the NZ Territorial 
Army. 

This makes it my favourite medal 
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